Service Above Self

NEWSLETTER

“We are a diverse, active group of Rotarians who proudly and consistently support local and global projects”
January 15, 2021

This Week Jan 15
Club Officers
President
Robin Calfee
President Elect
Brad Martens
Treasurer
Kelly Gilbert

Via ZOOM
The Racial Healing Project (RHP) of the Peacebuilders Club
Please review the attached handout
Ken Butler
Next Meeting Jan 22

Secretary
Dell Epperson

Via ZOOM
Job Point's mission and success stories
Steve Smith, CEO

Immediate Past President
Amy Schneider

Vocational Service Month
Note from the Pres

To my Rotary Family,
I look forward to this new year and can’t wait for us to get back to our regular weekly
meetings. Hopefully, everyone had a great holiday break and is looking forward to what we can do this
year in Rotary. I want to say thank you to everyone who has supported me and exhibited patience with
me during some pretty challenging times. I am optimistic that we can get back to the great work and
service our club is known for. My quote for this week is from Paul Harris, “This is a changing world: we
must be prepared to change with it. The story of Rotary will have to be written again and again”.
Yours in Rotary service,
Robin

A New Year, Time for an Update
As we start a new year, now is the time to review your profile information in both DACdb and Rotary
Central to ensure the information matches. Check for accurate birth dates, occupation, home and
business addresses and phone numbers, as well as email addresses. Doing so ensures you will receive
Rotary notices from the club and RI in a timely manner and that you receive credit for all activities. Just
log on to DACdb at www.dacdb.com and on to Rotary Central at https://my.rotary.org/en/.

Mobility Worldwide
Rotary Service work night Tuesday, 19 Jan, 5:30 – 7:00 PM

RI vision statement
"Together, we see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change — across the
globe, in our communities, and in ourselves.”

EWIR and KCI club to host Jennifer Jones

Doing Good through the World Fund

The Rotary Foundation World Fund enables Rotary members to take action for lasting change in their
communities and around the world. Last year, a record amount of funds were released supporting 490 district
grants and 1,359 global grants. Your generous year-end gifts help replenish the World Fund and ensure
members can keep doing life-changing projects in their local communities and globally.
Congratulations to our following members for reaching new levels as Paul Harris Fellows and supporting the
good that Rotary does. We will present your Certificates and Pins at our next in person meeting
Lindsay Door PHF+3
Verlin Beam PHF +2
Mel West PHF +2
Brian Harrison PHF +1
Jenny Williamson PHF +1
And our newest PHF
Eric Lorenz
Well Done to ALL

Giving blood is a simple thing to do, but it can make a big difference in the lives of others.
Make a blood donation appointment with the American Red Cross today.
Columbia Donation Center. Get Directions. 1511 S. Providence Rd. Columbia, MO 65203.
Phone: 1-800-RED CROSS.

Rotary for Life
Our interest in working with Organ Donations began with the late Tom Thomas, our club’s charter
president and recipient of a donated heart at St. Luke’s.
Columbia Rotary South has carried the local education and awareness effort forward since Tom died in
2016

Register for the 2021 Rotary Convention
Feel the Energy in Taipei. Experience the energy of Rotary like never before in a city filled with tradition
and infused with ingenuity. Join us at the 2021 Rotary International Convention in Taipei, Taiwan, 12-16
June.

Family of Rotary
Bill Regan is back in Columbia and working on
becoming self-sufficient.
He is living at 3850 Bethel Rd Apt 101 in Building 2
(West Bldg). You can contact him at 573-476-3400
He does need some transportation support.
If you are in a position to assist Bill, give him a call.
Make sure that you take credit for your support by
recording Engagement in DACdb

Member Orientation
We ask new members to do the following: How many have you done?
Be a Greeter; Give your Classification Talk; Attend a Board Meeting
Attend a Committee Meeting and Join One; Make up at another Rotary meeting
Invite a guest to Rotary; Attend a Fellowship event; Participate in a Club Service Project;
Attend a District Seminar or Conference; Get involved and enjoy Rotary

Four Way Test

RACIAL HEALING PROJECT (RHP)
Terrell Carter in his book "Healing Racial Divides" challenges the reader to
undertake an activity that would allow diverse racial groups to work together for
a common goal and better understanding. To that end the RHP has been formed
to become a force for healing and reconciliation. The goals for the RHP are:
1) We desire to petition the Boone County Commissioners requesting a
duplicate of the Boone County (MO) Lynching Marker located in the
National Memorial for Peace and Justice in Montgomery, Alabama. Each
county in the country where a lynching occurred is represented in the
National Memorial. We would like to install this duplicate marker in an
appropriate location in Columbia. Also, in cooperation with the Equal
Justice Initiative (EJI) as part of the National Memorial, we wish to support
the Soil Collection Community Project to commemorate the lynchings of
George Bush (1889) and James Scott (1923), at a minimum;
2) In support of the above initiatives, we will work to help organize and
implement appropriate dedication ceremonies for the Lynching Marker and
the Soil Collections. Those ceremonies could include a march, prayer vigil or
other peaceful assembly to bring recognition to these injustices.
The RHP is working to get the endorsement and support of groups in Columbia
including, but not limited to:
1) Race Forward-a group of over 20 black and white congregation churches
that have been studying issues related to the racial divide in our society.
2) Rotary International-has started a Peacebuilders program to energize
local clubs around ethical issues that are most effectively addressed with a
pan-club response. Of the 9 Rotary Clubs in Columbia we have received the
endorsement of the Rocheport (MO) Rotary and will be making
presentations to the others soon.
3) Kiwanis International-we will be seeking their support in the near future.
4) Faith Voices-a group of citizens interested in the advancement of human
and civil rights.
S) Columbia NAACP-local chapter of the well-known and influential civil
rights organization.

l YNCHINGS IN BOONE COUNTY (MO}
Most historical accounts I have seen state there have been two (2)
lynchings in Boone County. In working on a timeline of race relations in
Boone County, I have (so far} found documentation of the lynching of
eleven (11) individuals in seven (7) different incidents.
1843

Two slaves (not named) accused of murdering their master,
Hiram Beasley, were hanged on the gate leading into the
Plantation.

1853

August 22: Hi(am, a slave of Edward Young, was taken from
the Boone County Coorthouse by a mob led by Eli Bass and
lynched by hanging.

18S5

July 15: James Hobbs fired shots at 289 black church
congregants striking Rice Woods in the chest, killing him. No
charges were filed by the Boone Co. Sheriff because they ·
were unable to locate Hobbs.
November 18. Three me in Union uniforms stopped an
"escaped black slave woman" from "stealing" five more
Slaves from her "master" eight miles south of Sturgeon.
They h nged her and killed another woman and her
two children, a boy and a girl.
February 20: Jackson gang lynched Lewis a black hired hand
working for Dr. John Jacobs. They left a note pinned to his
coat, reading «Killed for knot going into the federal areas by
order of Jim Jackson".
19 year old George Bush was lynched by 20+ masked white
men {calling themselves "White Caps"), who invaded the
county jail at 1:00 am, overpowered the Sheriff and hung
Bush from the front window of the Boone Co. Courthouse.
April 29: James Scott was lynched on Stewart Street Bridge.

1864

1865

1889

1923

Rotary Peacebuilders
Rotary International has introduced a new opportunity to our many Rotary Clubs, the Rotary
Peacebuilders. The goal of Peacebuilders is to energize local clubs around ethical issues that are
most effectively addressed with a pan-club response.
In this time of social unrest, we would like to become a force for healing and reconciliation. To
that end we would like to invite Rotary Clubs in our area to join us in addressing one current
initiative that has two phases. We ask that each club designate two of its members who serve
as links between their club and the shared work of Peacebuilders.
Over twenty white and black churches in the Columbia vicinity have been studying issues
related to the racial divide in our society and conducting pilgrimages to key civil rights historic
locations and memorials. They would join with us in solidarity.
First, in an attempt to honestly deal with the injustices of our past, we want to conduct a
memorial march and prayer service from the Boone County Courthouse to the James Scott
Plaque on the MKT Trail on the anniversary of James Scott's lynching on April 29.
Second, we desire to petition the Boone County Commissioners to request a duplicate of the
Boone County Lynching Marker in the National Memorial for Peace and Justice in Montgomery,
Alabama. Each county in the country where a lynching occurred is represented in the Memorial.
We would like to install this duplicate in an appropriate location in Columbia, perhaps in
proximity to the James Scott Plaque.
These symbolic steps taken by community leaders will demonstrate our resolve to foster a
community free of racial bigotry with peace and justice for all.
Ken Butler, Rocheport Rotary
Rotary Peacebuilders Representative
Tim Carson, Rocheport Rotary
Club Facilitator
Danita Wood, Rocheport Rotary
Club Co-Facilitator

UNIVERSITY of MI 9URI
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

April 30, 2011

To the James T. Scott Monument Committee:
As Chancellor o f the University o f Missouri (MU), it is with a sincere sense o f respect and duty
that I write in reflection o f James T. Scott, an African-American employee o f the M U School o f
Medicine who, in 1923, was perilously accused o f a horrendous crime against a female student.
As a result, he was lynched by an angry mob o f citizens before being provided with his civil
right to stand trial to prove his innocence. The University o f Missouri wishes to acknowledge
Mr. Scott's heartbreaking tragedy and recognize the efforts o f the Columbia community in
bringing this memorial celebration to our city in order to grant the commemoration and respect
his memory deserves.
Acknowledging our historical legacy as a community and as an academic institution is critical to
the advancement o f society. We must, therefore, stand together to recall and condemn the tragic
events surrounding this dreadful day in our history. It is disturbing to know that among the
approximately 1000 people gathered to perpetrate and witness the lynching o f Mr. Scott were
students and employees o f the University o f Missouri. Yet i t is also imperative to honor those
individuals in history whose actions create hope for present-day life. In that way, i t is also
important to acknowledge the bravery and courage shown by Hermann Almstedt, a German
literatur.e professor at M U and father o f the victim, who implored the lynch mob to spare Scott
until he could stand trial. He was also threatened with lynching and yet risked his own life to
stand for justice in the face o f this heinous crime. The historical significance o f this event in the
M U community is unparalleled.
Today; the University o f Missouri is a different place, and we live i n a different time. Yet we
must be vigilant and engagec;i in proactive efforts to continue our movement toward what our
Founding Fathers called "a more perfect union." We recognize that the vestiges o f racism have
not been fully eradicated from society or within our institution, but we have made a commitment
to move forever forward. We will heal from the wounds o f the past, and we will educate our
citizens for a brighter future in hopes that we might someday fulfill the dream o f Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
.

I would like to thank the planning committee for its leadership and hard work in making this a
successful event for the community in memory o f James T. Scott. I hope this tribute to Mr. Scott
becomes a realization o f how history will always play a part in today's world and how the work
o f these few individuals can make· a significant difference in the lives o f others.
Yours Truly,

�·

th.o.
105 Jesse Hall Columbia, M O 65211 Phone: 573-882-3387 Fax: 573-882-9907 Web: chancellor.missouri.edu
Association ofAmerican Universities Member since 1908

'.\!ore thu. 800 steJe-!i.l,e, 6-foot-tall rusted steel :nL-:i-monurne..'1.s rep,..sent W- ,;cti,-r,s oi
lynching. Jo:U:at.or. KeJs.o for Tne Ke·.;• York Tiwts

The first thing you encounter on the path to the pavilion is a bronze tableau by the Ghanaian artist Kwa.rne Akoto-Bamfo of enslaved
African men and women straining against their shac.l{les in panicked alann. On the far side oft.he pavilion is another sculpture, this one by
the American artist Hank Willis Thomas, ,vith several black men standing side by side, arms raised. In a victory salute? No. The image
derives from a 1960s pkture by the South African photographer Ernest Cole of miners being subjected to a humiliating group medical
examination. In an Am ican context the same figures suggest police suspects lined up at gunpoint.
The pavilion itself is a giam scuiprure filled " i t h smaller ones: more than 800 stele-like, 6-foot-tall rusted steel m ini-monuments, some
standing upright, others suspended. Each is inscribed with the name of a state and a county within that state (most are in th i: South),
along with nai-nes (sometimes "Unknov.-n") of African-Americans lynched in that county.

The pa,ilion floor slopes downward where the monumEnts are suspended, recru!i.'11; the
terrible fate oi 1)11ching ,ictims. Joh:!atho Kilio for The :-eu· Yo:k TL-:ies

The introductory grouping is so tight as to feei imprisoning. The standing monuments look like ran.l{s of closed steel doors or staggered
headstones, blocking movement. Then the pavilion floor begins to incline dov-mward; and the monuments are suddenly presented in
suspension, as if they were gradually lifting off from the ground, higher and higher the further you descend. Lrnagined as the bars of a
rising portcullis, they ilhply release. But in a memorial about lynching they read another way, as a forest of hanging bodies. Eventually
they're so high that the inscribed names are unreadable, but reappear on the wall below in the jolting epitaphs:

Jack Turner was lynched in Butler, Alabama, in 1882 for organizing black voters in Choctaw County.
Jim Eastman was lynched in Brunswick, Tennessee, in 1887 for not allowin g a white man to beat him in a fight.

